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About Barking News 


We are a new magazine in the Minneapolis area! Our purpose is all about community, with a focus in the 
_ Pup, Gear, BDSM, Kink, Drag, and Transgender communities. 
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events and more. The closer of a community we are, the stronger we become! 


Advertising with Barking News 


Advertising or purchasing writing space 


Community events 
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Working with Barking News 
Barking News is just starting, currently 
seeking volunteers in the mean time. 


¢ Writing columns 

¢ Writing local news stories 

¢ Graphic design 

¢« Photography 

¢ Submit your Poetry 

¢ Submit photos for center collage page 
¢ Write short stories (or a series) 

¢ Have other ideas to help us grow. 


Advertising, Event information, and working with Barking news 
Contact us at info@barkingnewsmag.com 


Follow us on Facebook 
@BarkingNewsMag 





Advertise 
space 


Contact us at 


info@barkingnewsmag.com 


Affordable monthly rates 


Minneapolis, MN 
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Meet the Editor in Chief 








Let me introduce my self. I am Kole Durant, also go 
by pup Bolt. I am Barking News Magazine’s Editor 
in Chief. 


Iam a pup of many trades. I am the Bar manager 

of LUSH bar in North East Minneapolis, I am the 
founding president of a local pup group in the Twin 
Cities called Twin Cities Puppy Pack. I have been an 
active member in the community since 2015 with the 
eaget to learn more about the community and help 
wherever possible. I was also Minnesota Leatherboy 
2016, representing Minnesota Leather Pride. Now, I 


also have decided to start a magazine to help connect 


our community in another way! 





I want to thank everyone who has enjoyed reading 
out magazine. We are however knew, but strive to 
grow and reach different parts of the community. I 
am about community involvement, community im- 
provement, community education, and diversity. 


As out magazine gtows, we hope to provide more 
education, backgrounds of community members, 
events to attend to, and reach more individuals in 
the community. Even though the magazine has been 
more directed onto the pup community, we thrive 
to expand and welcome other communities to the 
magazine. 

This growth can only happen by community in- 
volvement. We plan on intereacting more with the 
community as well seek members to help bring this 
magazine to its full potential with it being articles ot 
advertisement. Please feel free to send us feed back 
anytime! It is always welcome! 


In Leather, 
Kole Durant 


Editor in Chief/CEO 
Barking News Media LLC 
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Affordable monthly rates 
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Advice Column 


Social Awkwardness. 


IDSTc Bittiayeyll meen merutel qeremvelers 
By Pup Cerberus 


Hello all. Pup Cerberus here, awkward extraordinaire. 
Why am I awkward you ask? I cannot see faces. You 
read that right. Everyone’s faces are random blurs of 
color and shapes to me. As you may have guessed I 
have trouble with social situations. My inability to read 
facial cues and or continuous mix up of friends and 
strangers makes social situations extremely... challeng- 
ing, and that’s not including sex. 


If you have ever met me in public I have probably 
stared at you confused as I tried to figure out if I 
actually knew you or was mixing you up with someone 
else. Before I go into how I overcome such awkward- 
ness | would like to implore those who ate not socially 
awkward to try and understand the other side. 


Awkward folk are braver than most give them credit 
for. We get out there even as we panic over everything 
we do, and while we cannot read social cues, we tend 
to emote. If we seam uncomfortable, just step back a 
bit put a little space between, on the counter if we start 
to talk to you and you don’t want to. Please be direct, 
don’t just pretend to be interested until you are given a 
moment to slip away. Tell us the truth. 


Now then. Overcoming awkwardness. 


There is no one way to overcoming awkwardness. One 
needs to be tailored to the individual. For me. It has 
been putting myself out there even as I panic that I’m 
doing everything wrong. I must remind myself that I 
am fine, and if I make a social faux pas. I should either 
apologize or laugh it off. I find I tend to get more 
social and have more fun. I also remind myself that 
people can be assholes and that no matter how much 

I try. | cannot make everyone happy. That is just one 
Kore avoi(e toma VaColusloms CM itescelureveltercavolere cab anuyle ol erereye)(e 
of similar interests. We live in the age of phones and 
search engines. If you have an interest, I can promise 
you there are other people like you out there and they 
are also probably looking for the same things as you. 


While at times terrifying. Being social can be very 
rewarding so I encourage all my awkward brothers and 
sister to take a deep breath, smile and take that first step 
out of our safety zones. Awkwardness isn’t something 
that just goes away. Being social is a skill that you need 
to work at continuously, and:as I said when you find 
those individuals you connect with. I promise you that 
all the anxiety, the fear, and yes, the loneliness is worth 
it as well. 
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Interview with pup Axel 








What is your name? 
Eric Hill 


What is your Scene name? 
Pup Axel 


How old are you and where were you 
born? 

I am 32 and was born in rural North Caro- 
lina (Fun fact Madonna like a virgin was #1 


song in the us the day I was born). 


What do you do for work? 

I am a server and front of 

house trainer for Chili’s As well as their key 
St. Jude’s 


ambassador. 


When did you first realize you were 
into pup play? 

I had read up on puppy about 4 years ago 
and it seemed to click. Very soon after that I 


was given an opportunity to try it as a scene. 


Is puppy play sexual or non-sexual 
for you? 


Non-Sexual 


Describe your first time: 

There was a sling and toys involved before 
moving into puppy. However, puppy is 
mostly non-sexual for me. The first time 

I had a collar, harness, hands locked up in 
mitts, knee pads, plug in tail and legs bound 
up so I was forced to be on my knees. I also 


was not allowed to use any human language. 


What did you think of your first 
experience? 
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It was a bit overwhelming, yet I was drawn 
to it. Getting to try it was an amazing expe- 
rience but it took me a few days to compre- 


hend what happened. 


What do you identify most with? Ex: 
Alpha, beta, omega, service or guard. 
Alpha to some and always a community 


service puppy. 


What colors do you flag? 
On left and right: Blue, Red, Yellow, Pink, 
hounds tooth, and black 


What was your first piece of gear? 


It was a collar and tag. 


What events have you been to? 
CLAW, Ohio Valley Puppy Contest, Midwest 
Leather Weekend, Cleveland Puppy Contest 


Have you won any awards? 
No, I do not need any recognition to help 


the community. 


What groups or clubs do you belong 
to? 

Pups Against Animal Cruelty 

Twin Cities Puppy Pack 

North Carolina Aids Action Network 
DABS The Aids Bear Project 

Campaign 2 End Aids 

National Society of Leadership and Success 
The UCLA Sex Ed Squad 

The Human Rights Campaign. 


What titles have you won? 
Cleveland puppy 2017 and 
Midwest puppy 2017 


by Sir Wolf 


What inspired you to run for a title? 
When I moved here I came for acceptance 

in a world I didn’t think ever would accept me. 
I knew the Cleveland community was amazing, 
accepting, and loving. I was very unsure being 


a southerner how they would take me. When 


I realized I had been engulfed in love and 





acceptance I knew it was time for my voice to 
fly. | may not have won my first contest but that 
didn’t matter. What matters was what my voice 


carried. 


What do you find challenging about 
having a title? 

Trying to balance being pulled 1,000 different 
ways at one time while trying to balance my 
vanilla life. As well as trying to figure out how 


to use my title in the best way possible to better 


the community. I have always tried to practice 


what I preach. 


How has your title changed you? 

For started I would say for the better. It has 
helped my personal growth. It has better taught 
me not only to become a better individual but 
a better mentor to others. I am able to accom- 
plish things that I never thought myself I could 
do. 


What person in the pup/kink commu- 
nity do you most admire? My owners 
Master Noel and Sir Mark. Not because I have 
to say them but because I truly admire them. 
House of MNSM 





How did you connect with them? 


I have always been community oriented. From 
gtade school until present. I like to help others 
who can’t help themselves or have a voice. Sir 
Mark messaged me after I posted about com- 
munity service and the bettering of the com- 
munity in the puppy 101 Facebook group. After 
months of conversation what I learned about 
the family prior to be given a consideration 
collar, I felt a connection because their family 


and myself have always been about community 


betterment. We would give the shirts off our 
back to help others. 


What person supports you the most? 


My biological momma. 


Why? 

What I have to say about my momma. After 
coming out too her about my alternative 
lifestyle was that she looked to me and said, 
“Baby as long as you are following your 
dreams and you are happy, I will follow and 
support you with anything.” She saw the 
need and reasons why I needed to move to 
Cleveland and sent me on my way with a 
full tank of gas and $500. Saying “baby if it 
doesn’t work you can come on home.” My 
momma and my Sir have each other’s phone 
numbers because if I act like and ass I will 


get it all the way around. 


What do you do in your free time? 

A lot of non-profit work and watching 
sports. Now a day’s most of my free time is 
on my title and community service projects. 
Most recently with my day I am fundraising 
for St. Jude’s 


What do you do for fun? 
A 6 pack of Bud Light and Hulu 


What’s your favorite sport and team? 
Anything from Duke University and the Car- 


olina Panthers football team. 


What is your favorite super hero? 
Hands down the Flash. 


What’s the sexiest pup name you can 
think of ? 
Pup Southern Redneck 


If you could have a superpower what 
would it be? 


To be invisible 


What is your advice for new pups? 
My advice would honestly be. To be yourself. 
And know that being a puppy can be freeing 


and fun and all around amazing. But at the 
same time, I want others to know that don’t 
feel you have to have gear or anything to 

be a puppy. What makes a puppy is your 
head heart and soul. You don’t have to be 
in shape either. Puppy embraces all sexes, 
races, sexual orientations, body size, physical 
and mental limitations as well. And know 
though puppy might be a submissive role 
but doesn’t mean you have to be a sub. And 
finally remember you have the right to say 


no. 


What is your advice for new Han- 
dlers? 

To make sure that you have a great under- 
standing of pups. And understand that 

all pups don’t fit into one mold. To ask 
questions and to get involved. Talk to other 
pups and handlers. And if you connect with 
a puppy. Realize they may have some mental 
or physical disabilities and work with each 
other how to overcome those. And finally 
remember that for some pups. Puppy play is 


not sexual. 


Are there any opportunities you 
feel new pups and handlers should 
explore? 

Yes, take the time to be around other pups 
and handlers. Because it’s a great way to 
learn from others as well as help your own 


relationship grow. 


In one sentence how would you de- 
sctibe the puppy community? 
Puppy is very service oriented as well as fun 


loving, freeing, and learning oneself. 


How can people contact you? 
Facebook: Eric Hill (pup axel) 
Recon: NewPup2Train 


Community Art 


Alexander C Duck Il 
Published Author & Writer 





“Reflection” 


Sometimes, after one lights the fuse, one changes their mind and scrambles to extinguish it, 
To prevent the moment that is about to unfold, 
But time is irreversible, and our choices oft beyond repeal 
The bullet flies its (ethal course before the gunpowder even begins to cool 
All we can do is stare, through glass eyes 
Watching as the reflections dance slowly across the mirrors 
The decisive moment may seemingly last an eternity, stretching forever with our indecision 
But once we leap, the fall is steady and purposeful 
We cannot slow the ebb of time, 


So we calmly succumb to its tide 


Follow Alexander C Duck II on Facebook! 
www.facebook.com/alexcduck 
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CONSENT 


Please keep your hands to yourself. 


ALWAYS ASK FIRST 


and respect their right to say VO. 





Pup Culture 


Unleashing the 
Handler Within 





by Sir Wolf 
Chicago, IL 


What is puppy play? 

It is the mental, physical and emotional process 
whereby a human takes on the role or perso- 
na of a dog. A human, often referred to as 
“hooman” in puppy slang, gets into the mental 
state (headspace) of letting go of their fears 
and inhibitions and simulates the characteristics 
of a puppy. There is a lot that is part of “pup- 
py,’ ranging from headspace to aftercare, gear, 
moshing and, most importantly, safety. All this 
combined makes up puppy play. 


Now, here is where we come into play. 
Handling a puppy is fun, and the benefits to 
you as the handler are just as rewarding to 

you as they are for the puppy. People say that 
puppy play is what you make, which is true. 
Having said that, my way is not the only way 
to do things. I speak from the perspective of a 
handler/ trainer and my personal experiences 
in the community. 





any play session: 1. At the very least, a cup very good for both durability and they can be 

with a straw is necessary to keep your pup rinsed or wiped down quite easily. 

and yourself hydrated. 2. I also recommend 

you keep knee pads (maybe even a second set — Puppy’s love treats! 

for yourself), a leash, squeaky toys, treats and Some of the favorite treats are gummy bears, 

protective mitts for a pup’s knuckles, especially | Scooby snacks, beef jerky, bacon and Reese’s 

if moshing. 3. If you can afford it, get yourself Pieces. Be mindful of any allergies your pup 

some cushioned floor mats. I have found some _ or other pups might have. Be mindful if your 

on Amazon.com that are relatively inexpensive. _ pup is diabetic. When in a public mosh, there 
is a higher chance someone may have a food 


Our job as a handler is to let pups be pups 
while helping them to let go of their hu- 
man side. 


Fiveis dough wonded tote baudieeedit our Let’s talk more about gear for a moment. allergy. If you give your pup a treat and they 
comunity, don’t be discouraged if you don't Puppies do not have to have a hood, mutts or chew on a toy, the next pup that encounters 
‘owns oeeurnnd ane: iat batik you a tail to be involved with puppy play.Some of the toy may be allergic to the treat you just 
Pe aE ee Ae “pup it may be cost prohibitive, perhaps for pups gave your pup. Be especially mindful of the 
put” Somedines an alka, a a Ginessdod just entering the community, so some things potential for a pup who may suffer from 
sarieedion tins anay step canto plattie male of you can substitute are socks to put over their a nut allergy, since that might require an 

; ; hands to restrict movement and make it seem — immediate response in the event of an acute 


handler, which isn’t uncommon. ; ke : : 
mote like paws. Some gear also provides safety, reaction. 


especially MMA-style mitts and wrestling 

knee pads. If your pup doesn’t have a collar,a | Headspace is different for every pup and 

bandana could be used as a substitute. Don’t handler. 

let any pup be discouraged if he or she can’t af- You might be surprised that handlers get into 

ford a hood or gear. “Puppy” is an expression —_ headspace as well. You may never notice it, 

of an individual personality, which simply is and I didn’t at first until someone pointed it 

not defined by the gear he or she has or weats. _ out. Every time I see a puppy, my mind goes 
a little bit into headspace. When a puppy is 

There also are a few things to keep in mind in headspace, they act on instinct, while, as a 


As I said before, there are a lot of aspects 

that go into being a successful handler. Safety 
should be the top priority. Talk to your pup be- 
fore you go into any type of play. You should 
talk about any physical or mental-health issues, 
types of play they would be open to, whether 
sexual or non-sexual. Always make sure you're 
both on the same page about expectations and 
what aftercare may be required. 


when looking for toys. handler, we need to provide the logic in any 

; ; ; ; First, look to see if they can be easily cleaned. _ situation. When I am in my headspace, my 

An important note is that gear is not required =| ‘ é; 
Second, try them out. And make sure they are —_ focus is on the pup or pups, having fun with 

for puppy play, as a handler, however, there : : ; 
: durable. I tend to stay away from rope toys them and caring for them. Further, my mind 


are some things you should have available for 
i because they are harder to clean. Kong toys are is on the safety of the area they are playing 
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it and anticipating any nonsense they might 
get into. Try not to get too wrapped up with 
playing or taking care of your pup that you 
forget to take care of yourself. Or other stray 
pups who may need your guidance or help. 
Just like pups, our headspace is a major part 
of out lives and personalities. 


As handlers, part of our job is to safely 
take pups in and out of headspace. 

There are several methods that can be used 
to achieve getting into and out of these 
stages of mind. Hypnotism has helped some 
pups and provides trigger words that help 
ease them in and out of it. Gear can help as 
well. By putting on the knee pads, mitts and/ 
or hood like a ritual may help the pup relax 
and get into personal headspace. I also have 
found that guided visualization — talking 
about playing or imagining other pups around 
playing and barking — is effective. 


The best thing I can tell someone having 
trouble with developing headspace is to 
“pretend and don’t overthink it.” Just pretend 
you are a dog and be in the moment. It can 
help if he or she has a bio-dog at home or 
another human pup whom they can romp 
around with. Don’t get discouraged if your 
pup is having trouble with headspace, since 
this develops with time and patience. 


Bringing pups out of headspace is ex- 
tremely important. 

You don’t want them to go home barking at 
their neighbors. There are many ways to bring 
them out of it. It can involve simply taking 
off their hoods and mitts or asking them 
questions that require cognitive thinking, such 
as math problems or questions that do not 
require a yes or no response. Part of your 
discussion beforehand should include talking 
about how to best get them out of headspace 
and when they want to come out of it. 


There are several ways to mosh or romp 
around. 

If you are at home and wanting to romp 
around, look at the area you will be playing in. 
Handlers should down on all fours and look 
around. Be aware of sharp edges on tables 
and other things that could injure your pup or 
yourself. Mosh or romp around in something 
comfortable like shorts or a singlet. Remove 
all jewelry and dangling things before getting 
down, as they may get caught on something. 
It is easy to step on someone’s paws, so fe- 
move your shoes and get into some comfort- 


able socks. 


More and more handlers ate becoming 
community handlers at moshes, and I 
love it! 

When approaching a puppy to play at a mosh, 
act as if you were meeting a bio-dog for the 
first time. First, check to see if that pup has a 
handler at the mosh. Then, get down (if you 
can), extend your hand and wait. The pup will 
either come to you or keep playing, or you 
can stay on the sideline and toss a ball. ’'m 
sure some pup will fetch it. Do not force a 
pup to play with you; that is how you can get 
bitten. 

Sometimes pups are not into moshing and 
like stay in a quiet area, wanting to be cuddled 
or get skritches. There is nothing wrong with 
that. I love a lapdog who wants to lay, cuddle 
or get skritches in the quiet area in a mosh. 


Consent is paramount when it comes to 
puppy — let alone any other kink. 

I’m sure it goes without being said, but I will 
say it anyway: NEVER touch a pup’s collar 
or tail without asking first. Ask the handler 
if he or she is present. If there is no handler 
present or the pup is a stray, it is fine to ask 
the puppy for permission to touch his or her 
collar or give him or her skritches. 


I have been asked many times, how do 
you handle a pup who is misbehaving or 
doing something wrong. 

There are a couple things you can do. First, 
find the pup’s handler. If you cannot find the 
handler, you should speak to the designated 
safety marshal at the mosh. These people are 
typically identified by an arm band or vest. 
Pups are playful by nature, but if they are bit- 
ing, or too much rough housing is occurring, 
immediate correction is needed. So, carefully 
remind pups about consent and the rules of 
conduct for the event. There is quite a differ- 
ence between cute and assault. 


At moshes, pups like to take clothes and 
socks. That’s just them being mischievous and 
playful. As handlers, we seem to set ourselves 
up for that and I enjoy it. I have lost my 
pants and socks in plenty of moshes, and I 
had a pup take one of my socks and refuse 
to give it back. For a while, it’s fun chasing 
them to get it back, but they can take it too 
far. Corrections should start with stern verbal 
commands like “no, stop, give it, drop it” 

or others. When that doesn’t work, a playful 
light bop on the snout is sometimes enough 


to let a Pup know he or she is misbehaving 
and get his or her attention. Try to handle it 
in the most passive and non-confrontational 
way you can. At some point, you should talk 
to them and explain what happened and why 
you did what you did. I have noticed at most 
moshes, it doesn’t get this far, and most pups 
are well behaved. 


Outside of moshing, there are other 
things you can do with your pup. 

Walkies, training and tricks are some of my 
favorite things to do. Walkies can be with or 
without a leash. If you have your pup on a 
leash, be careful not to pull too hard or let 

it get caught up in something. I am a trainer, 
so I like to do a lot of training. Some of you 
have seen me at moshes doing training with 
my pups. I teach them verbal and non-verbal 
commands, as well as going over some tricks 
and rewarding them for positive behavior. 


Feeding your pup is another fun activity. Do 
not use real dog food, of course. That can 
be dangerous. Instead, try a chunky soup or 
cereal. Be creative and safe with what you do 
and feed them. 


Aftercare is different for every pup. 
Coming out of headspace and back to reality 
can be overwhelming emotionally for them, 
because escaping from the real world can be 
relaxing and therapeutic. Cuddling, positive 
reinforcement and skritches are ways to sooth 
them. Some pups want to play video games 
or watch TV. You should talk to them about 
what works best. Aftercare is important, 
although some pups do not require it. They 
know what works best for them. Still, you 
should always check up on them. 


It’s a different world for us handlers. 

We have a major responsibility when taking 
on or handling pups because they are trusting 
us to be there for them and to care for them. 
We provide them with a safe, caring and loy- 
ing environment while they are letting go of 
their human side. I know there is a lot to take 
in and keep in mind, so I hope this article 
helps you. If in doubt, try to think about how 
you'd gently treat a cute bio puppy and apply 
many of the same principles. 


At the end of the day, being a handler is a 


selfless act and we just want our puppies to 


be happy. 
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My First MIR 





by pup Bolt 


I had not thought about attending a Mr. 
International Rubber (MIR) contest until 
the middle of September this year when my 
friend Yogen asked if I had ever been. I had 
not and did not have any rubber to wear. He 
asked me if I would like to attend with him 
and his friend Michael, since it was Yogen’s 
and my birthday weekend. I said why not. I 
started to look for a latex suit on latexcatfish. 
com. I came across a variety of suits that I 
liked but then it came down to the one that 
really caught my eye. 


I waited a few weeks to get my suit, when it 
showed up, I was completely dumbfounded 
when it came to taking care of it. I had asked 
around and a few friends told me a step by 
step to cleaning and shining it. Then there is 
putting the suit on. This is not an easy task 
the first time. I had so much lube every- 
where! I went through almost a whole bottle 
of lube. It felt amazing to wear. 


A few weeks after, it was the Friday of MIR, 
with little sleep from work the night prior, 

I got on the plane at 6:30AM and landed in 
Chicago around 9:30AM after some delays 
at MSP airport. I arrived at the hotel room 
not knowing what to expect that weekend. 
It started out with going to get coffee for 
Yogen and Michael since they still needed to 
wake, and coffee gets them going. Since it 
was eatly still, we hung out in the room for a 
while and talked. 


Then it was time to get into gear. This was 
fun since I was wearing it out in public for 
the first time! Michael was amazing at teach- 
ing me to put in on since he has experience 
wearing latex. It was so cold to put on, but 
felt amazing. 


We left the room after getting ready, headed 
over to the vendor mart. Man, walking into 
there, the smell of latex filled that room 
everywhere. Everyone was so shiny! So many 
different styles of latex gear. There were a lot 
of vendors and in the middle of the room 
there was demo’s going on. That was exciting 
to see. There was so much going on, so 
many people to see that I have not seen in a 
while, and many new faces. 
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Ist Runner-up MIR 21 


John Cheshire 


Friday night we started out by going to the 
social that was held before the contest at the 
Center on Halsted. It was packed with rubber 
men everywhere. The smell was so amazing 
and completely different than leather. The 
atmosphere was entirely different as well. 
Leather is very huge on protocol, while the 
rubber community is very laid back. It was like 
walking into a candy store. So much yummi- 
ness! After spending an hour at the social it 
was time to watch the contest. 


While watching the contest, Michael had the 
idea to put me in mitts, and put a muzzle on 
me. That was a totally new experience for me, 
but was so much fun! He decided to wear my 
pup hood, which was completely adorable. 
All he would say was Bork! That was too cute! 
The contest started out a little rough with the 
sound but over all was well done. The first 
night of the contestants was amazing. Seeing 
such a side of individuals from around the 
world compete was just so cool. 


After the contest, we headed over to Cell- 
block. Very quiet night in there, since every- 
one else went to other events being held. It 
was cold out and wearing rubber, man that 
was like instant freeze. So, we decided to go 
nearby. It was nice to have a quiet night having 
cocktails and chatting amongst each other and 
new friends. Meanwhile, Michael decided to 
tie my arms up, so they had to feed my drinks. 
That may have been fun for them, but was 
also fun for me. Being tied up and making 
them feed me booze. That’s a what I call a 
win-win! 


MIR 21 
Michal Neighbour 





2nd Runner-up MIR 21 


Drew Ranger 


Saturday, we decided to skip the market since 
we had already seen it, went to lunch and 
hung out at the room most of the day. After 
that we went to the social again before the 
contest. That night, it was very packed. So 
many more rubber men filling that room. I 
met so many new people that night. I even 
met this tall handsome guy in an American 
flag suit. A guy from Germany. That accent 
was so sexy. I spent the rest of the contest 
with him. It was a lot of fun. Watching the 
rest of the contest and seeing all the talent 
from all over. Some of it was so funny, some 
sexy. Then it was time to see the winner. The 
sexy gentleman from Poland won! Not only 
was he the first rubber title holder from Po- 
land, but he also became the first International 
rubber title holder from Poland. The making 
of history. It was awesome to see this and get 
to be there for it. 


By the time Sunday came. We decided to head 
over to the market again and I ended up with 
a new hood for my birthday. So that was really 
cool. Walking around in the market, you can 
tell it was a rubber weekend. The floors were 
so slick and slippery from all the lube. It was 
awesome. The aftermath of cleaning has got 
to suck. 


I would say, that it was an amazing experience. 
I would totally go back in a heartbeat! Plus, 
not only did the rubber feel amazing to wear, 
but it looked great on me! 
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The Basics for 
Taking Care of 
Rubber/Latex Clothing 





by Whiteout 


So you’re interested in trying out rubber gear! 
Well before purchasing shiny clothing, there 
is some important information you must 
know. In this article, we will cover some of 
the basics of how to clean, and shine your 
latex. In addition, I'll list some of common 
kink items which can be very damaging to 
rubber and should be avoided. For more ways 
to take care of your rubber clothing including 
purchasing recommendations and performing 
repairs, take a look at my YouTube channel: 
youtube.com/c/whiteoutrubber 


How to Clean Rubber 
What you'll need: 


¢ Dish soap (without fragrances or 
moisturizers) 


¢ Plastic 18 Gallon Storage tub 
* Towel and Washcloth 


Rubber is surprisingly very easy to clean! 
However, it’s important to use the right type 
of soap to avoid any damage. Any soap with 
moisturizers, aloe, or fragrances should be 
avoided. I personally use “Seventh Generation 
Free & Clear Natural Dish Soap”. This is a 
hypoallergenic soap which is perfect for use 
on latex clothing, It is sold through Target 
and on Amazon. 


I perform all my cleaning and shining in an 
18 gallon plastic storage tub, however you 

can also clean in the bathtub too. Fill this tub 
about halfway with lukewarm water and add 
only a few drops of soap (less is more). Then, 
ake your rubber garment and swish it around 
in the water. A washcloth can then be used to 
clean off any stickier messes which may be 
harder to come off. 


After two or three minutes of swishing the 
rubber around in the water, rinse it in the 
shower to wash off any leftover soap. Finally, 
its best to towel dry your gear immediately. 
Letting water sit on the gear can cause stain- 
ing, especially if you have hard water. Now it’s 
time to shine up the clothing! 


How to Shine Rubber 


There are many different ways to shine up a 
piece of latex clothing, and each method has 
its own pros and cons. 


Different ways of shining latex: 
Silicone Lube 


* The most common way people can 
easily shine clothing. Simply squirt 
some lube on the latex and rub it 
around with your hand. This howev- 
er can become tedious with multiple 
pieces of gear and it’s hard to get 
an even shine on bigger pieces of 
clothing like catsuits. 


Black Beauty 


* This is a spray which is applied 
directly to the clothing and is wiped 
off with a washcloth. Like silicon, 
this can be very tedious on bigger 
clothing pieces and it has more of a 
matte finish compared to the other 
methods. 





Camie 999 Dry Silicone Spray 


* This is basically silicone lube in a 
spray-paint can. Have the can about 
a foot away from the gear and spray 
an even coating on the clothing. This 
is most convenient for photo shoots 
as it'll quickly apply an even coating 
of shine across long distances. How- 
ever the shine wears off very quickly 
and it’s very messy to apply. Not 
recommended for regular play. 


Vivishine 


* This is my personal favorite and ts 
most recommended for shining large 
amounts of latex clothing. The shine 
lasts the longest and it will also con- 
dition the rubber adding to its lifes- 
pan. However, applying Vivishine 
does take some work. I will be 
covering how to use Vivishine below. 


If you are like me and have multiple cat- 
suits or have articles of clothing which see 
frequent use, than Vivishine is most likely 
the best option. To use this, we are going to 
need the plastic storage container from when 
we cleaned the gear. Fill this container with 
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enough lukewarm water to cover a piece of 
latex clothing. Then place your clothing in the 
bucket. 


I use the cap when measuring out Vivishine. 
A full cap can easily shine an entire catsuit 
while half a cap is good for individual pieces 
like shirts and pants. Once your gear is in 

the tub of water, simply pour the appropri- 
ate capful of Vivishine onto the suit. Then, 
massage the Vivishine into the clothing. Much 
like cleaning, make sure to swish the rubber 
around in the water. Do this for a minute of 
two, and the shine will be very noticeable on 
the clothing. Make sure not to use too much 
Vivishine as this will cause the surface of your 
rubber to feel sticky. 


Once your gear is all nice and shiny, hang it 
on a hanger. Instead of using a towel to dry, 

I use a washcloth. This helps spread around 
any leftover shine and aids in applying an even 
coating. Make sure to dry out all the crevices 
of your clothing including pockets and zip- 
pers, as these can develop latex eating mold if 
left un-dried. With that, your gear should be 
all clean and nice and shiny! 


One thing to note with new rubber gear. The 
shine won’t last as long during the first couple 
of shine sessions. However, because latex is 

a porous material, the more you shine it, the 
longer the shine will last. 


Things that are damaging to Latex 


While latex may be a fun investment, it’s not 
the soundest investment. There are a lot of 
things which can permanently destroy your 
clothing, so it’s important to keep this in mind 


when choosing gear or establishing a scene 


Long exposure to sunlight, heat and 
humidity 


¢ This can cause latex to weaken, 
crack and discolor. This is especially 
prevalent with colored latex, espe- 
cially lighter colors such as white. 
When storing latex, its best to keep it 
in an area which will receive as little 
sunlight as possible. 


Metal — Copper, Brass, Tin, Zinc, and 
Bronze 


° This can cause permanent discol- 
oration and severely weaken rubber 


clothing. 


* Many leather harnesses such as the 
ones made by MR. S use primarily 
brass rivets. If worn with rubber, 
any parts touching the clothing 
should be covered with electrical 
tape to avoid direct contact. When 
purchasing a harness, its best to 
choose one made from Stainless 
Steel as this will not react to rubber 
clothing. 


Products containing Oil / Petroleum 


* Are you a fan of fisting and use 
products such as Vaseline or Boy 
Butter? Well avoid using rubber with 
these products at all costs! The oil 
in these will dissolve the rubber and 
cause the material to rot. 


° Other lubes such as Gun Oil also 
contain moisturizers which will 
damage latex. If the bottle does not 
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say “safe for latex”, DO NOT USE. 
Lube brands that are safe for latex 
include Pjure, Swiss Navy, Wet, 9x6 
and Mr. S Bodyglide. 


* The same goes for anything greasy 
in general. Did you eat a big greasy 
burger? Well make sure to wash your 
hands and face before touching any 
latex. 


Silicone Toys 


* Many toys made from silicone use a 
material called Thermoplastic Elas- 
tomers (TPE). This will react harshly 
to latex clothing and cause it to bub- 
ble and warp almost instantaneously. 
This includes silicone cock toys from 
OxBalls, plugs from BadDragon 
and FortTroff, and the silicon cock 
attachment for the Magic Wand. 


* — If you do still wish to use these 
products, greatly limit their exposure 
and only use water based lubes. 


With this guide, you should have a better 
understanding for how to take care of latex 
clothing while avoiding things which can be 
very damaging to the material. Stay shiny my 
friends! 


dione Leqm, 
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